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Journal of the William C. Westmoreland Chapter, Association of the United States Army

New Members:
PVT Marshall O. Christensen

Renewing Members:
Mr. Davis Sims

Mrs. Shirley Sousa

Mr.Tom Cranston

COL. Paul Plemmons

Mr. Henry Hodges, Jr.

Mr. John McOmber

John Tyson at August’s combined AUSA / MOAA Picnic.

The President’s Message

It has been an exciting three months already! Whew! I’ll let you know
when my feet hit the ground – so much to learn, so much to know, so
much to do. I’m getting there!
We had a great picnic in August – despite the rain
shower. It did just enough to cool things off a bit.
This was our first joint effort with the Sierra Nevada Chapter of the Military Officers Association
of America (MOAA), and I do hope it is not our
last. We had a terrific crowd. Thank you to all of
our MOAA attendees and especially to their President,Tony Martinez, for all of his efforts. Our guest
speaker John Tyson did a wonderful job delighting
our audience. We wish to thank our very special
guest, WWII SGT Robert McHaney and his family for attending. We
hope to see him again soon. Special congratulations to Jack Logan!
At the picnic, we presented Jack with the AUSA Region Certificate of
Commendation for his hard work as our President for the last two
years. Then, we installed him as our State President. There are more
great things to come from him – no doubt!
Please continue to provide me with your input. I truly appreciate all of
your valuable knowledge and ideas about events, issues, legislative input, possible new members, etc. Thank you, thank you, and thank you.
In the past few weeks, I have attended two Congressional meetings.
The first with Tommy Ross, Senator Harry Reid’s Senior Intelligence
and Defense Advisor and the second with both Senator John Ensign
and his Military Legislative Assistant Ryan Tully.
From the meeting with Tommy Ross –
• The Nevada Test Site is now the Nevada National Security Site
working to stop nuclear proliferation
• There is a nuclear treaty in the works, putting severe economic
impacts on countries like Iran
• We should see a new cyber security bill by the end of the year
Newsletter Design by Bernie Stolzman
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Mrs. Dee Rahlf

• The National Guard Border Security is meant to be a deterrent
and detection force only
• Defense Budget issues include:
o Possible shut down of the Joint Forces Command
o Costs of weapon systems and improvements in contractor integrity
• There is a big demand for the UAV, but not enough pilots – this is
impacting development, retention and promotions
• New interrogation methods in effect using scientific studies/methods to more effectively obtain information
From the meeting with Senator Ensign and Ryan Tully –
• Congress is out of session beginning October 8, 2010
• Concerns in Afghanistan include
o Their leadership – lack of basic skills and abilities other than
combat skills
o Our rules of engagement (ROE) – General Petraus is working
this issue
o Poppy production
• Defense Budget
o Trimming and improvements in systems
o COLAs maintained
o TriCare premiums to remain the same
We hope all of you will join us for our Veterans’ Day General Membership Meeting Dinner on November 11, 2010. Our very special
guest will be none other than the AUSA President General Gordon R.
Sullivan. General Sullivan will also grace us that day in serving as the
Grand Marshal for the Veteran’s Day Parade. Watch for more information coming soon. We look forward to seeing you then.
Thank you for “serving” our great Nation, and for continuing to
“serve” through AUSA. The “service” example you set for our next
military generation is commendable.
See you at our Veteran’s Day Dinner on November 11, 2010!
Photos by Bob Fritz, Dee & Lloyd Rahlf, Dave Sousa
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Out & About

LTC Sharlee Smith attended the AUSA New Chapter President’s Training, in Washington DC, June 24-27, 2010. This is
a fantastic course that helps to prepare new presidents for their
upcoming duties and responsibilities. AUSA is a great supporter of
ensuring Chapters have everything they need to fulfill the mission
of bringing military information to the people and supporting our
military troops.
NAS Fallon conducted their Change of Command on June 30,
2010. It was a delightful ceremony honoring the outgoing Commander Captain Michael Glaser and inducting Captain Rinehart
Wilke as the new Commander. Twelve members of the Reno Navy
League, including President Kai Wallis, attended, as did LTC Sharlee
Smith with her newly enlisted Navy protégé, Elana Asselin. Recently
graduated from UNR, Elana will attend the Naval OCS in August.
LTC Sharlee Smith spoke at the VA Sierra Nevada Health
Care System in celebration of Woman’s Equality Day, on August 26, 2010. Marking the 90th anniversary of women’s right to
vote in the United States, LTC Smith spoke about the history and
advancements of women in the military.
LTC Richard LaHue and LTC Sharlee Smith attended meetings with Tommy Ross, Senior Intelligence and Defense Advisor
to Senator Harry Reid, on August 31, 2010, and with the Northern
Nevada Veterans Task Force for Senator John Ensign on September
2, 2010. Both meetings were informative and allowed for excellent
discussion (see “The President’s Message” column for more).
Two Northern Nevada Guard members are being honored with
the Mustang 22 Memorial at the Reno-Stead Airport. Killed
September 25, 2005, when their helicopter was shot down by hostile fire in Afghanistan, CWO John Flynn of Sparks and SGT Patrick
Stewart of Fernley, will be honored for their valiant service to our
Country and our State. We can support this memorial with donations sent to – Army Aviation Support Facility, Attn: CW5 Sean Laycox, 20,000 Army Aviation Drive, Reno NV 89506. The dedication
is September 25, 2010.
Nevada has a new Nevada Office of Veterans Services Executive Director – Caleb Cage! Congratulations! Governor
Gibbons appointed Caleb, who left his position as Senior Policy
Advisor/Rural and Veterans Issues for Lieutenant Governor Brian
Krolicki, to accept this position. Caleb is a 2002 West Point graduate, obtained the rank of Captain in the US Army, served in Iraq as
recently as 2006, and earned the Army’s Bronze Star for his service.
Caleb is a Reno resident, has served as a member of the Nevada
Military Support Advisory Board and the Reno Parks and Recreation Commission. He is an excellent choice!

Lieutenant Colonel Norb Czech, Director of the Washoe County JROTC Program, and Lieutenant Colonel Scott
Maryott, Senior Army Instructor at Reno High School, joined a
team of Reno High School runners in the Journal Jog on September
19th. Another team of ROTC cadets from McQueen High School
also ran and placed just behind the Reno team.
Command Sergeant Major Alan Callanan, Committee Vice
President for Membership, was recently appointed to a position
with Nevada’s Survivor Outreach Services, which provides assistance to survivors of all the Services to include both active duty
and National Guard personnel. Callanan will also run in the Army 10
Miler conducted by the AUSA during its annual meeting in October.
Colonel Ty Cobb, Executive Director of the National Security
Forum, spoke about the history and the Presidential use of the National Security Council at a breakfast meeting on September 22nd.
He was introduced by Colonel Dick Hobbs who also acted as moderator during the question and answer period. Colonel Cobb is also
the Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army for Nevada and was
recognized for his military service between halves of the NevadaColorado State football game.
Colonel Jack Logan, Nevada State President for the AUSA, was
the banquet speaker at an August reunion of the 31st Infantry Regiment in Reno. Colonel Logan gave a power point presentation on
the history of the Regiment and the 6th Battalion of the 31st which
he commanded in Vietnam in 1968. More than 300 attended the
reunion and the banquet.
Bernie Stolzman, who prepares this Newsletter and also the
MOAA Newsletter, was instrumental in the preparation of Logan’s
power point presentation which contained more than 35 slides.
Major Jerome Guerrero, Executive Officer for the University of
Nevada’s ROTC Detachment, was recently appointed to the Executive Committee of the Westmoreland Chapter by Lieutenant Colonel Sharlee Smith, Chapter President. In addition to his duties as a
Director, Major Guerrero will also serve as the Chapter Historian.
Captain Kevin Kahre, local Army Recruiting Company Commander, had the privilege of conducting the “swearing in” ceremony
of more than 60 new Army recruits during Military Appreciation
Day at the University of Nevada. The ceremony was held during
half time of the Nevada-Colorado State football game. Prior to the
game during the singing of God Bless America, the recruits skillfully
put a large horizontally held American flag in motion.

Other Happenings
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

The Sierra Nevada Chapter will participate in the Reno Veteran’s
Day Parade on November 11, 2010, 11am.
The Chapter also invites you to their Military Ball and Installation of Chapter Officers on Wednesday, December 8, 2010. For
more information, contact Tony Martinez at 775-575-5325 or tonynphyllis@sbcglobal.net.
The Chapter Spouses Luncheon will be on Thursday, October 14,
2010, 11:30am, Red Lobster, Reno. For more information, contact Pat
Worden at 775-787-1235.

Navy League

The Reno Council of the Navy League is hosting a dinner to honor
the surviving shipmates of the Battleship USS Nevada (BB 36), on
Saturday, October 9, 2010, 6-9pm, Harrah’s in Reno; cost is $50 per
person. The Nevada was commissioned in 1916 and attached at Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941. She participated in the D-Day, Iwo Jima,

and Okinawa landings and earned seven Battle Stars for her service
in WWII. She was decommissioned in 1946. For further information,
contact Kai Wallis at kaiwallis@hotmail.com or 775-853-4320.

Veterans Guest House

The 2010 Annual Campaign kicks off on September 11, 2010. Raffle
tickets go on sale for $100 each, with prizes ranging from $500 to
$7500. For more information, contact them at 880 Locust Street,
Reno, 775-324-6958 or www.veteransguesthouse.org.
The Reno Blues Society (a 501(c)3 organization) will hold their
Annual MASH Bash on Saturday, November 13, 2010. This fun-filled
rockin’ blues event is a fund-raiser for the Veterans Guest House. For
more information, contact their President Kevin O’Reilly at 775-7507564 or rbsprez@yahoo.com.

Other

Marine Corps Ball – November 6, 2010, 5-11pm, Peppermill ReOther Happenings continued on Page 3
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Colonel Richard Iori, Retired, Fall 2010 Newsmaker
by Jack Logan

Colonel Richard A. Iori, United States Army, Retired,
most often known as “Rich,” was born in San Francisco, California in 1935, the only child of Italian immigrants.When asked of any early ties to the military,
Rich proudly says “my dad was in the Italian Army in
World War I.” His Italian heritage would play a role
in at least one assignment of his military career as
we will see.
Before Rich completed elementary school, the family moved to Burlingame where he continued his
education graduating from Serra High School in 1953. He played
football and established an academic record sufficient to earn him
a scholarship to the University of San Francisco. At his graduation
in 1957, Rich was awarded a BA degree in English and, through the
ROTC program, a commission as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry.
At a later time, he would earn a Master’s Degree from the University of Alabama in Political Science with a specialty in International
Relations.
Two years after his College graduation, Rich married Victoria, whom
he had known in High School, and together they would raise four
girls, all of whom call Reno or Sparks “home.” Fortunately, this
permits Rich and Victoria to enjoy their five grandchildren, one of
whom is a member of Nevada’s Army National Guard.
After attendance at Fort Benning’s Basic Infantry Officer Course,
Airborne and Ranger training, Rich embarked on a 24 year career
leading to his retirement in 1981. When asked to share his career
highlights, Rich says “my seven years in Special Forces have to be
right up there.” These years began in 1961 when Rich was assigned
to the 1st Special Forces Group on Okinawa providing him with an
8 month tour in Laos and a 6 month tour as an “A” Detachment
commander in Vietnam.The remainder of the three year assignment
was as an Area Specialist on the Group Staff. During this tour, Rich
was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge and Bronze Star Medal.
His Special Forces experience continued from 1971 to 1976 when
he was assigned to Fort Bragg where he held several high level staff
positions leading to command of the 1st Special Forces Battalion of
the 7th Special Forces Group for two years.
“Right behind my Special Forces assignments has to be my one year
tour in Vietnam as the Advisor to the Vietnamese 2nd Airborne
Brigade during 1967-1968.” During this year, Rich earned another
Bronze Star Medal, an Army Commendation Medal for Valor, two
Air Medals and three awards of the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry.

Other overseas assignments include: a tour in Hawaii, a two year tour as the Aide to an Italian General
with the NATO Landsouth Headquarters in Verona,
Italy and a one year tour of duty with the United
Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO)
based in Jerusalem. In this latter assignment, Rich was
the commander of the US delegation which consisted of a Sergeant Major and 35 officers from all
U.S. Military Services.“Our mission, along with those
from 13 other nations, was to observe the borders
of Egypt, Syria and Lebanon to report violations of the peace accords.”
Rich’s final assignment was as the Professor of Military Science at the
University of Nevada for a four year period commencing in 1977.
Attesting to the excellence of his performance of duty throughout
his career, he earned the Legion of Merit, two Meritorious Service
Medals, the Joint Services Commendation Medal and the Order of
Knight of the Republic of Italy.
But Rich Iori was not through tackling tough jobs and adding to his
list of successes, although in a civilian role. Soon after retirement, he
began a three year job as the Center Director of the Sierra Nevada
Job Corps, a position he enjoyed; but something more challenging
came along.Through a chance meeting with a former Special Forces
friend, he learned of an opportunity to work again in the Middle
East as an Observer with the Multi National Force and Observers
(MFO) in the Sinai.The MFO is composed of military units from 12
countries and a Civilian Observer Unit of retired U.S. military officers and State Department Officials. His selection resulted in an
18 month tour as part of President Carter’s efforts to bring a lasting
peace to that part of the world.
Returning to Nevada, he became the Chamber of Commerce’s first
Executive Director for the Reno Downtown Renovation Association, a job that lasted 4 years. In his next endeavor, Rich partnered
with three others to form “Road Shows,” a company designed to
host special events in Washoe County. “We had a lot of fun but
didn’t make much money. So in 1994, I took a position offered by
Adams and Associates, Inc., a contractor that manages Job Corps
Centers for the Department of Labor. I am the Corporate Community Relations Director serving 13 Job Corps Center locations
throughout the United States.” And Rich Iori’s story continues.
We are indeed fortunate to have this talented and dedicated man in
our Community and in the ranks of AUSA.

Other Happenings continued from Page 2
sort Spa & Casino, Reno. For more information, contact 775-9724998, ext 222.

AUSA Veterans Day Dinner

Retiree Appreciation Days – November 7, 2010, Carson City
Office of the Adjutant General (OTAG), 2460 Fairview Drive, Carson
City. The Nevada National Guard is hosting this annual event. Highlights will include the Commissary case lot sale (beginning at 8am),
ID and DEERS updates, Retiree Ceremony honoring Nevada Army
National Guard retirees from fiscal year 2009/2010 (1:30pm), Hall of
Fame Retiree Awards (following retiree ceremony). For more information, contact Heather Bryan at Northern Family Assistance, 685
E. Plumb Lane, Reno, 775-384-5801 or at heather.bryan@us.army.mil.
Wreaths Across America is December 11, 2010, 9am, Fernley
Veterans Memorial Cemetery.
The National Guard has a Retiree Breakfast for Guard members quarterly. We always have excellent speakers and exciting information to share. If you would like to know more about these events,
contact Heather Bryan at Northern Family Assistance, 685 E. Plumb
Lane, Reno, 775-384-5801 or at heather.bryan@us.army.mil.

When: Thursday, 11 Nov. 2010
Where: Atlantis Casino Hotel
1800 — Social Hour
1900 — Dinner
2000 — Speaker,
General Gordon Sullivan, Pres. AUSA
Details: Sharlee Smith
(775) 287 - 5698

Chapter Officers

Military Support at its Best

Sharlee Smith By Jack Logan
(775) 287-5698 Recently I had the privilege of visiting Sugarland Ranch,
dancincharley_o@yahoo.com the home of Honey Bear’s Country Kennels as well as
several other animal related programs. Of particular in1st Vice President
Dick Hobbs
Phone:
(775) 424-6333 terest to us is the “Military Deployment Program,” one
e-Mail:
coldoc@coldoc.com designed to assist a deploying Service person with a cat
or dog and no one to take care of the pet during deSecretary
Dee Rahlf ployment. The pet’s stay is cost free unless the Service
Phone:
(775) 359 - 2975 person is able to make a donation, which is not necese-Mail:
Deelloy@aol.com sary but is encouraged.
President
Phone:
e-Mail:

Treasurer
Phone:
e-Mail:

Charlie Grundy According to Mack McKinley and Robyn Roth, husband
(775) 827-1420 and wife team and the Co-Founders of Sugarland Ranch,
Charlie@svwbarchitects.com it is a $9,000 cost to them for a one year of deployment.

Immediate Past / State Pres Jack Logan “We are pleased to be able to care for the pet while its loved one is in Iraq or AfghaniPhone:
(775) 624-6450 stan. It is something we can do to support our military people while they are in harm’s
e-Mail:
jack-jennylogan@sbcglobal.net way,” says Mack with a note of pride in his voice.
In the picture, “Hunter,” a Belgian Malinois, is being shown attention by Robyn and me
VP, Ntl Grd / Mmbrshp
Alan Callanan
Phone:
(775) 857-9429 as I learn that “Hunter” belongs to Army First Lieutenant Matthew Shaw, an Army Ofe-Mail:
alansgt@aol.com ficer, currently deployed with a Patriot Missile Battery in Kuwait. “Hunter” must wait
until next February for Matthew’s return.
VP, Corp Mmbrshp
Jim Nicholson My visit included a tour of the spacious kennels where boarding animals are fed a diet
Phone:
(775) 786-7951 they are accustomed to and exercised three to four times a day in one of the six exere-Mail:
tkanis@aol.com
cise areas adjacent to the kennel building. As we moved through the food preparation
VP, JROTC
Scott Maryott room, Robyn had four chickens roasting in the oven to add to the meals of those dogs
Phone:
(775) 762-7783 who were accustomed to having some table scraps added to their food bowls. It was
e-Mail:
smaryott@washoe.k12.nv.us obvious that this was no ordinary kennel operation.
Other programs sponsored by the Ranch include a Mastif Rescue Operation which
VP, SROTC / Historian Jerome Guerrero
Phone:
(775) 721-4147 currently includes 8 dogs; a program that accepts older dogs and cats from local shele-Mail:
jerome.guerrero@us.army.mil ters that are at risk for euthanasia which they have named “The Retirement Home for
Senior Dogs and Cats”; and a “Perpetual Care Program” where one can make arrangeVP, NCO/Soldiers
Lloyd Rahlf ments for care of their cats and dogs in the event of their demise before the pet has
Phone:
(775) 359-2975 passed on. There are currently 19 “program animals” in their care. Mack and Robyn
e-Mail:
LRahlf@aol.com have even hooked up with a husband and wife with a small plane who have agreed to
fly the pet cost-free to Reno if it qualifies for one of their programs, particularly the
VP, Recruiting
Kevin Kahre “Military Deployment Program.”
Phone:
(775) 333-2826
e-Mail:
kevin.kahre@usarec.army.mil This amazing couple have devoted their lives to the care of people and their animals.
In California, Mack was employed as a social worker helping at risk youth while Robyn
Webmaster
Bob Fritz was a physical therapist for both humans and dogs. She continues to hold her physical
Phone:
(775) 636-7243 therapy license in two states and is currently licensed with the Nevada State Board of
e-Mail:
bob@afritz.org Veterinary Medicine as an animal physical therapist. What better talents and interest
could one bring to the business of providing loving care to our four legged companMailing Address:
ions?
AUSA Westmoreland Chapter
P.O. Box 8144
The non-profit Ranch is located a short drive north of Reno in Antelope Valley and can
Reno, NV 89507-8144
be reached by telephone at:
Web Site:

www.ausa-westmoreland.org

(800) 713-7177. They deserve our support!

Seen at the August Picnic

