
This will be my last “Message” as your Chapter President as my two years in office will end in 
two months when a new President will be elected at the Armed Forces Day Dinner. It has been a 
rewarding two years being part of a team effort to maintain the Chapter as one of the most suc-
cessful of AUSA’s Sixth Region. I always felt blessed by having such talented and dedicated men 
and women as members of the Chapter’s Executive Committee. There was never a time when 
a project was not completed by willing volunteers or a need not fulfilled by a talented member. 
Sometimes I think we forget these leaders are volunteers.  What they accomplish is brought on 
by their love of service and their dedication to soldiers and their families.

As I write this final “Message,” the Chapter lacks a candidate to be our next President. Work and family commitments and, 
in some cases ill health, have prevented some likely candidates from assuming the Presidency. Hopefully, these few words will 
encourage someone to step forward or to nominate our future leader. Whatever happens, I assure you that I will not allow the 
Chapter to fail for lack of a President. 

Despite a snowstorm and icy roads, a robust group of 60 members and guests attended our annual Presidents’ Day Dinner on 
February 17th at the Tamarack. Lisa Howard, the Director of the VA Sierra Health Care System, provided a well-received mes-
sage that highlighted the priority of patient care. The success of these events always makes me appreciate even more the work 
and dedication of our Executive Committee. Thank you!!

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your President for these two years. My time in office has caused me to appreci-
ate even more our members, our leaders and the Association of the United States Army.

Jenny Logan, Chapter President
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The President’s Message — Spring 2019

Nevada’s Professor Of Military Science Promoted
By Jack Logan

On 11 January of this year a group of well-wishers and family gathered to witness 
the promotion of Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Galli to Colonel. The happy event took 
place at the Joe Crowley Student Union on the UNR campus. Brigadier General Zach-
ary Doser, Commanding General of Nevada’s Army National Guard, conducted the 
ceremony. 

   The “pinning on” of the new rank was done by wife Stephanie, son Sean and daugh-
ters Julia and Anna. Following the Ceremony, refreshments were served as the crowd 
congratulated the new Colonel. Chapter President Jenny Logan and Executive Com-
mittee members, Paul and Cathy Rotes attended.
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Sherman Baker began life on the 29th day of May in 1958. He was the old-
est of three brothers with one of two sisters being older. The five siblings 
remain close with frequent conversations and occasional visits. Their home 
was in Forrest City, Arkansas, a couple hours’ drive east of Little Rock. It 
was in Forest City where Sherman attended a public school that hosted 
grades one through high school. The school was integrated while he was in 
the sixth grade.

Following his graduation from high school, Sherman attended Philander 
Smith College, a small Baptist College in Little Rock. His parents had attend-
ed Philander Smith where they majored in education and became career 
educators. Sherman said, “there was no doubt in our minds that we would 
attend college.” Seeking advice from his Mother as to what his field of study 
should be, she suggested business. “Sometime during the second year of 
college I got a “calling” that changed the direction of my life.” He continued 
with his studies in the field of finance and accounting and, upon graduation, 
he began employment as an accountant with the Parks and Tourism Depart-
ment of the State of Arkansas. It was during this period that Sherman earned 
a master’s degree in Secondary Education from Ouachita Baptist University.

The work with the State was not satisfying, and he soon realized that he 
should pursue a career in the church. There was a seminary in Richmond, 
Virginia with a one- year course that prepared its students for service as 

Chaplain, Colonel, Retired, Sherman Baker, Jr.  By Jack Logan

clergy. Sherman moved to Richmond, completed Seminary, and began his new life in a small Baptist church in a rural area outside of 
Richmond. The congregation numbered about 200, but “the regular church attendance was more like 75.” The pay was low and to sup-
port himself he worked for the UPS, a company that had employed him earlier.  Life was hard and he didn’t see much of an improvement 
in the months ahead.

One of Sherman’s brothers who had been commissioned through ROTC, was on active duty with the Army and stationed in Maryland. 
In repeated conversations, the brother suggested Sherman might consider a military career as a chaplain. Having grown up during the 
Vietnam War and witnessing the opposition to the War and to the military, his attitude toward military service was not favorable. In 
addition, a close family friend had been killed in Vietnam. “The recruiters came to the Seminary frequently, but I told them I wasn’t 
interested.”

Sherman’s only link to the military was his Father’s service during World War Two when he served in the Navy and participated in the 
Battle of Guadalcanal. Maybe this is what caused Sherman to talk to the Army about being a chaplain. The career opportunities seemed 
attractive and he agreed to an appointment as a first lieutenant in the Chaplain Corps.  His four months of training began at the Chap-
lain School at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey. Following the basic course, his first assignment took him to Fort Lewis, Washington as a 
battalion chaplain in the 9th Infantry Division. “It was at Fort Lewis that I learned about the Army.  I liked the life, the soldiering and the 
camaraderie.” It wasn’t long before he volunteered to attend Airborne School at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

When his three-year tour at Fort Lewis was over, he was assigned to an artillery battalion in Aschaffenburg Germany. “I was now a 
captain and starting to feel comfortable with my decision to join the Army.” It was during his tour in Germany that he met his future 
wife, Darlene. They met at a Christmas dance in December of 1991 and were married six months later. Darlene was a first lieutenant 
in the Medical Service Corps having been commissioned through ROTC. Once married, she resigned her commission and applied for a 
teaching position in a DOD elementary school. Things worked well for the young couple as Darlene got her teaching job and Sherman 
was selected to attend the Chaplain Advance Course at Fort Monmouth. They arranged for Darlene to remain in Germany and Sher-
man to be reassigned to Germany once the Advance Course was completed. 

Their plans worked out as Sherman was reassigned to a signal brigade a short distance from Aschaffenburg. Before his tour was com-
pleted, he spent four months in Bosnia. It was there that he was selected to attend the Hospital Residence for Chaplains School at 
Walter Reed Medical Center in Washington, DC. providing two years in the Capital City. Requiring supervisory time for advancement, 
Sherman and Darlene moved to Fort Benning where he worked for an engineer group. He must have done well, for his next assignment 
took them back to DC where he split his time as a chaplain between the National Defense College at Fort Myer, Virginia and Arlington 
National Cemetery. While Darlene stayed in DC, Sherman spent one year in Korea where he was the Deputy Division Chaplain for 
the Second Infantry Division.

Fifteen years after airborne school, Sherman again began jumping from airplanes as a chaplain in the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. After a year as a brigade chaplain, and now a lieutenant colonel, he was assigned to the 18th Airborne Corps as a 
hospital chaplain. His time at Fort Bragg was interrupted in 2008 by a year in Iraq where he was the senior Medical Command Chaplain 
overseeing four hospitals in addition to other medical facilities. Returning to the United States he and Darlene spent three delightful 
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years in Hawaii where he was the senior chaplain at Tripler Army Hospital.

Following a year at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Sherman and Darlene returned to Germany where Sherman retired with 30 years of service 
in the military he once thought unsuitable for a career. After being selected by the VA Sierra Medical Care System, Reno became home 
for Sherman, Darlene and a 20 year-old son who is in his first year of college.

We are indeed fortunate to have this gifted couple in the Community and in the AUSA family.

Chaplain, Colonel, Retired, Sherman Baker, Jr., continued

Paul And Cathy Rotes Go Above And Beyond
By Jack Logan

Among those who make things happen in our Chapter are Com-
mittee members, Paul and Cathy Rotes. Most recently they pur-
chased an elaborate and beautiful floral display for the funeral 
service of Jerry and Sherri David. They are remembered as the 
much-loved couple who were murdered in their southwest Reno 
home. 

Since AUSA, the Navy League and MOAA all host events and 
meetings at the Reno Elks Lodge, which was the site of the Davids’ 
Service, the Rotes thought it appropriate to thank the Elks while 
honoring the Davids. The card accompanying the flowers said sim-
ply “Condolences from AUSA, the Navy League and MOAA.” In 
typical Rotes fashion, the couple declined to share the cost with 
the Service Organizations. The Rotes, who attended the Service, 
thought the attendance was roughly 1000 mourners.

At our dinners Cathy and Paul are often early arrivals helping in 
the set-up of the venue and preparing for the raffle. In previous 
years they have contributed their time and talents to the Reno 
Council of the Navy League.

If you were to ask them to describe their motivation for such 
service, you would be told “we just like to give back to the Com-
munity.”

(That’s Paul behind the flowers.)
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Lieutenant Colonel, Retired, Charley Smith Stays Busy
By Jack Logan

Although the caption for this article has the word “Retired” in it, Charley is anything but retired. 
Just tagging along with her as she goes about her daily life would exhaust most of us. I propose 
to discuss a few of the responsibilities she has undertaken.

Before that takes place, however, I want to tell you a bit about this amazing woman. I first 
met Charley about 20 years ago when we were both serving AUSA as Executive Committee 
members of the Westmoreland Chapter. Charley was on active duty with the Army Guard and 
assigned as the Executive Officer and Training Officer for the Military Science Department at 
UNR. As I became better acquainted with Charley, I became aware of her many talents, her 
desire to be a leader and her dedication to soldiers and their families. All this provided the mo-

tivation to be involved in organizations and events that benefit the military, particularly veterans and most especially women veterans.

Several years ago, Charley was asked to be the Keynote Speaker at a Commissioning Ceremony at UNR. In an outstanding speech, 
Charley highlighted the slow progress afforded women of the military as they served alongside of their male comrades. To encourage 
those being commissioned to follow their dreams, she related her own commissioning in which she vowed to someday be a lieutenant 
colonel. I doubt if she even knew a female of that rank as a woman seldom rose to that position.  As the saying goes, the rest is history.

Most of us know Charley as a former AUSA Chapter and Sixth Region President, but did we know she was the “first” female to serve 
in these positions. Or do we know that she was the only female on AUSA’s National Resolutions Committee for several years or that 
she supports women veterans as a member of the first Governor appointed Women Veterans Advisory Committee for Nevada. If you 
get the idea that Charley is a trail blazer and a true champion of the female warrior, you are on target.

Her list of awards and recognition are lengthy and impressive. Let’s begin by noting that she is one of the few females to be selected by 
the Governor as Veteran of the Month for Nevada and her membership in the Army National Guard’s Hall of Fame. Charley has also 
received the  Soroptimist Ruby Award for 2018 and the 2017 National Guard Patrick Henry Award.

I could continue the list of activities this talented and dedicated officer is involved with, but by now, the reader is aware how blessed  
our Community is to have Charley Smith in our midst.

Northern NV State Veterans Home Ribbon Cutting
December 17th saw Governor Sandoval cut the ribbon signifying the opening of this 96 
bed skilled nursing facility. The event was hosted by Colonel (R) Katherine Miller, Nevada 
State Veterans Services Director and a Chapter member. Other Chapter members includ-
ing Colonel (R) Sherman Baker, SGM (R) Alan Callanan and Bernie Stolzman were among 
those attending.
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Seen at the Presidents’ Day Dinner



AUSA Sixth Region & State Presidents
Sixth Region President Phil Stage  Nevada President Jerry Morris
Phone: (925) 872-2639  Phone: (775) 526-9535
Email: phil.stage@sbcglobal.net   Email: jmorris71563@gmail.com 

Chapter Officers 
President Jenny Logan Vice President Vacant Secretary Jack Logan
Phone: (775) 624-6450 Phone:: Phone: (775) 624-6450
Email: jack-jennylogan@sbcglobal.net Email:  Email: jack-jennylogan@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer: Charlie Grundy Immediate Past President Jerry Morris Webmaster Bob Fritz
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Email: sallmygallgr@gmail.com Email: jmorris71563@gmail.com Email: webmaster@ausa-westmoreland.org

Directors
NCO/Soldiers: Lloyd Rahlf Communications: Bernie Stolzman National Guard: Vacant  
Phone: (775) 359-2975 Phone: (775) 624-8545 Phone: 
Email: lrahlf@aol.com  Email: digitwiz01@gmail.com Email: 

Webmaster & Reserve Affairs: Bob Fritz Membership: Sherman Baker Chapter Events: Cathy & Paul Rotes
Phone: (775) 636-7243 Phone: (334) 683-3614 Phone: (831) 247-5109 
Email: webmaster@ausa-westmoreland.org Email: shermanbaker@gmail.com Email: catrot@sbcglobal.net

Family Services: Carmen Rank Corporate Membership: Alan Callanan Recruiting Liaison: CPT Beveridge
Phone: (775) 312-0088 Phone: (775) 684-9094 Phone: (755) 333-2826
Email: carmen.rank@gmail.com Email: csmecho9@reagan.com Email: cameron.a.beveridge.mil@mail.mil

Sr ROTC Affairs & Historian: COL Tom Galli Jr ROTC Affairs: Nicole Sarafolean
Phone: (775) 682-7471  Phone: (847) 445-8241
Email: thomasgalli@unr.edu   Email: nicole.sarafolean@washoeschools.net

Mailing Address: AUSA Westmoreland Chapter,  P.O. Box 8144, Reno, NV 89507-8144
Web Site: www.ausa-westmoreland.org

Coming Events
13 March MOAA St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

 1800 Reno Elks’ Lodge,
  597 Kumle Lane, Reno

 Speaker: Linda Dickinson, Vietnam Veterans of America

17 March Navy League of the United States, Reno Council, Installation Brunch
 1130 Tamarack Junction,
  13101 S Virginia St, Reno

 Speaker: LCDR Richard Martinez, OIC Topgun Maintenance, NAS Fallon

18 May AUSA Armed Forces Day Dinner
 1800 Tamarack Junction,
  13101 S Virginia St, Reno

 Speaker: To Be Named


