
Journal of the William C. Westmoreland Chapter, Association of the United States Army

A
s

s
o

c
iation of the United States A

r
m

y

G
e

n
e

r
a

l 
W

illiam C. Westmoreland C
h

a
p

te
r

Armed Forces Day Dinner Memories

Newsletter Design by Bernie Stolzman      —      Photos by Bob Fritz, Dee & Lloyd Rahlf, Dave Sousa

New Members:

LTC Gordon Foote CPT Kevin Karhe

Mr. Luther Mack Mr. Stephen Metcalf

PFC Andrew Wampler

Reno HS
Odyessy Race Team
178 mile, 12 person relay

Finishing Time:
25 hours, 38 minutes!

Colonel (Retired) Charles Fulkerson Inducted into the 
UNR ROTC Hall of Fame
C o l o n e l “ C h u c k ” 
F u l k e r s o n was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame prior 
to the UNR Commission-
ing ceremo- ny on May 
14, 2010. P r o f e s s o r 
of Military S c i e n c e , 
L ieu tenan t Colonel Bart 
Tragemann, conducted the ceremony and Colonel (Retired) 
Rich Iori introduced Colonel Fulkerson and provided a de-
scription of his career and service.
Colonel Fulkerson was commissioned from UNR’s ROTC 
program as a Distinguished Military Graduate in 1958. His 
distinguished service included two combat tours in Vietnam, 
an assignment as an Assistant Professor of Military Science 
at UNR, and the position of the U.S. Property and Fiscal Of-
ficer for the Nevada National Guard.
He has served as the Selective Service Director for Nevada 
and as the Director of the Office of Veteran Services, having 
been appointed by Governor Kenny Guinn. In 1993 Colonel 
Fulkerson co-founded the Veterans Guest House and con-
tinues to serve on the Board of Directors.
His decorations include the Combat Infantry Badge, the Le-
gion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star Medal 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Meritorious Service Medal with 
Oak Leaf Cluster and the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gal-
lantry with Gold Star.
Colonel Fulkerson is married to Reno artist, Mary Lee Fulk-
erson who with other family members observed the ceremo-
ny. They have three children and five grandchildren.



The President’s Message

As your new President, I am truly humbled to 
serve in this position.  I do believe that service is 
one of the finest things we can do for our military 
members and their families.

I want to thank Jack Logan for the record job he 
did in the two short years that he served as our 
President.  He took our organization to new levels in membership 
numbers, dinner meeting events, volunteering for events, recogniz-
ing members, working with other military organizations, and so 
much more.  We do well when we work together and Jack made 
that apparently clear.  I will work very hard to fill his shoes and will 
always look to him as my mentor and friend.

Our Executive Committee is outstanding!  These Veterans go out 
of their way to do their jobs well and with spirit beyond any I have 
seen from people who actually get paid for what they do!  I will 
certainly be asking them to help make me smart, keep me informed, 
and ensure we provide constant service to all of our members and 
our organization.

To each of you, our very loyal and committed members, I ask that 
you also help to keep me informed and to provide me with any 
comments or suggestions that you believe will improve our service 
to our local military members.  Please do not hesitate to offer your 
knowledge, expertise, or input to me at any time, on any subject 
that is relevant to AUSA.

I thank all of you for “serving” our great Nation, and for continuing 
to serve through AUSA, and for setting the example for our newest 
military generation on how to care for and serve others.  I look 
forward to getting to know each of you better and hearing all of 
your wonderful ideas.

See you at the Picnic on August 15, 2010!
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Out and About

Two of our members have had busy speaking schedules during the 
last several weeks. Our new President, LTC Sharlee Smith, ad-
dressed the newly commissioned officers on May 14th, at UNR’s 
Commissioning Ceremony. She spoke about the concept of “ser-
vice” and urged the new Second Lieutenants to set goals and work 
toward reaching them; and to never abandon the calling to serve. 

COL Dick Hobbs was the dinner speaker at UNR’s Military Ball 
in December and provided  a humorous description of his career 
and the unexpected aspects of Army Service. Also attending were 
COL Jack Logan and his wife, Jenny, and LTC Sharlee Smith 
and her friend, Doug Roth. COL Hobbs also teamed up with 
new member, Steve Metcalf, in presenting an analysis of current 
events in the Middle East, as one of the programs sponsored by Ty 
Cobb’s National Security Forum.

LTCs Norb Czech and Scott Maryott joined 10 civilian teach-
ers at Reno High School to form a 12 man team for entry in the 
Odyessy Race, a 178 mile run that starts and ends in Reno and 
includes a loop around Lake Tahoe and some steep country in the 
area of Virginia City. They placed 29th out of 154 teams finishing in 
25 hours, 38 minutes. A job well done! (picture on previous page.)

Several of our members serve on other Boards and in other or-
ganizations thus helping to draw the military community together. 
BG Doug Byington has been an active member of the Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve serving as the Chairman for 
many years. COL Jack Logan is a Director on the Board of the 
MOAA organization. 1LT Jim Nicholson is the Treasurer for the 
Sierra Nevada Council of the Navy League and the Treasurer for 
the local chapter of the Civil Air Patrol. LTC Tom Buntin is the 
Treasurer for MOAA and the Chaplain of the American Legion 
Post 1. SFC Dave Sousa is the Commander of the Sparks Ameri-
can Legion Post. LTC Richard LaHue is the Legislative liaison 
for MOAA. 

SGM Lloyd Rahlf underwent abdominal surgery in May to in-
crease the blood flow to his left leg and foot and is convalescing at 
his home. He reports “it was the toughest surgery I’ve had but with 
a good doc and caring nurses I will be healthier in the future.” We 
wish the Sergeant Major a speedy recovery and new health.

Both Sergeant Major Lloyd Rahlf, long serving Chapter 
Vice President, and his wife, Dee Rahlf, Chapter Secretary, were 
honored at the Armed Forces Day Dinner. SGM Rahlf received 
the Sixth Region President’s Medal and Dee received the Sixth 
Region Certificate of Commendation. Also honored at the Din-
ner was COL John DiGrazia whose support of Chapter func-
tions earned him the Sixth Region Certificate of Achievement. BG 
Doug Byington, AUSA State President, made the presentations.

AUSA — MOAA Picnic

When: 15 August, 2010

Where: Manzanita Park

Speaker: John Tyson

Cost: Approximately $10.00



“Charley,” as most of us know her, was born in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia while her family was away from their Reno home. She grew 
up with one sister and two brothers and gradu-
ated with the first class of Hug High School in 1970. 
Having been inspired by President’s John Kennedy’s 
call for service to our Country, Sharlee investigated 
the opportunities open to women in the Military. 
Thus began a 25 year career in the Army with her 
introduction to the Army Reserves as an enlisted 
soldier in 1981.

Upon attaining a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Business from Oregon State University in 1984, she was commis-
sioned a Second Lieutenant in the Army and served on active duty 
from 1985 to 1988, after which she joined the Nevada Army Na-
tional Guard, serving both as a traditional Guard member and as 
an Active/Guard Reserve (AGR), and retired in 2006. One year af-
ter her retirement, Sharlee was inducted into the National Guard 
Hall of Fame.

When I asked Sharlee what she considered highlights from her 
military service she was quick to cite assignments in which she 
was the first woman to serve in the position. As a Captain she 
was the first female to command the 321st Signal Company and 
was the first Nevada National Guard Federal Women’s Program 
Manager; as a Major, she was the first woman to serve as the Bat-
talion Operations Officer of the 99th Troop Command, as well as 
the first female Executive Officer of the ROTC Detachment at 
the University of Nevada. As a Lieutenant Colonel, she was the 
first female to serve as the Nevada State Command Inspection 
Program Team Chief and the Deputy Chief of Staff for Training & 
Operations Executive Officer.  These duties coincided with her 

last position as the State Mobilization/Readiness Officer, which 
was prompted by the terrorist acts of September 11, 2001. In 

accepting the nomination to become our Chapter 
President, Sharlee becomes the first female to hold 
the Office.

Among her military decorations are the Legion 
of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal with four 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army Commendation Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Nevada Dis-
tinguished Service Medal.

In answer to my question as to what principle 
seemed to guide her life, she replied “service.” Service to her 
Country led her to seek a military career; service performed well 
in the military led to promotions and to opportunities that no 
female officer had previously obtained. And the desire to continue 
to serve involves her active participation in a number of organiza-
tions that serve soldiers, their families and veterans. 

In addition to being our current President, she previously served 
on the Executive Committee of the Chapter for a period of 12 
years. She is a Past President of the Woman’s Army Corps Veter-
ans Association, a member of the Woman’s Advisory Council for 
the VA Sierra Nevada Health Care System and a member of the 
Women’s Veteran Summit Committee sponsored by the State of 
Nevada Veterans’ Services Office. 

In addition to being of service to our Country and to others, this 
outstanding individual has found time to raise an adult daughter 
as a single parent, earn a Master’s Degree in History, and form a 
successful dance studio as her retirement business. We are indeed 
fortunate to have Sharlee “Charley” Smith as our leader.
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Lieutenant Colonel Sharlee Smith, Retired, Spring 2010 Newsmaker
by Jack Logan

New TRICARE Online Feature Allows Sav-
ing Personal Health Data to a Computer
FALLS CHURCH, Va. — A new feature on TRICARE Online now 
allows users to save their personal health data such as medica-
tion and allergy profiles, demographic information and a personal 
health summary to a Portable Document Format (PDF) file on 
their computer, Military Health System officials said June 10.

“The new feature, called the Blue Button, is available on the TRI-
CARE Online Personal Health Record site at www.tricareonline.
com,” said Chuck Campbell, Chief Information Officer for MHS. 
“After logging on to the secure site, users will be able to add 
information to their personal health data on the site. Users will 
need to select the Blue Button titled “Save Personal Health Data” 
before they can save their personal health data to a PDF file on 
their local computer. ”

TRICARE Online is the Military Health Systems Internet point of 
entry that provides all 9.6 million Department of Defense ben-
eficiaries access to available healthcare services and information 
through an enterprise-wide secure portal.  TRICARE Online users 
who receive their care at a military treatment facility can schedule 
appointments, order prescription refills and view their personal 
health records.

To learn more, go to www.tricareonline.com or visit www.health.
mil/mhscio. For more news about health IT news, subscribe to 
The Portal, the leading news source for military health IT at www.
health.mil/mhsocio.  

Presidents Day Dinner



Chapter Officers & Directors

President: Sharlee Smith
Phone: (775) 287 - 5698
e-Mail: dancincharley_o@yahoo.com

1st Vice President: Dick Hobbs
Phone: (775) 424 - 6333
e-Mail: ColDoc@worldnet.att.net

Secretary: Dee Rahlf
Phone: (775) 359 - 2975
e-Mail: Deelloy@aol.com

Treasurer: Charlie Grundy
Phone: (775) 827 - 1420
e-Mail: Charlie@svwbarchitects.com

Immediate Past Pres. Jack Logan
Phone: (775) 624 - 6450
e-Mail: jack-jennylogan@sbcglobal.net

VP, Ntl Grd Matters Alan Callanan
Phone: (775) 857 - 9429
e-Mail: alansgt@aol.com

VP, Ind. Mmbrshp Alan Callanan
Phone: (775) 857 - 9429
e-Mail: alansgt@aol.com

VP, Corp. Mmbrshp Jim Nicholson
Phone: (775) 786 - 7951
e-Mail: tkanis@aol.com

VP, ROTC Matters Scott Maryott
Phone: (775) 762 - 7783
e-Mail: smaryott@washoe.k12.nv.us

VP, NCO/Soldiers Lloyd Rahlf
Phone: (775) 359 - 2975
e-Mail: LRahlf@aol.com

VP, Recruiting David Sousa
Phone: (775) 971 - 6010
e-Mail: NVRAIDERFAN@ME.com

Webmaster Bob Fritz
Phone: (775) 636 - 7243
e-Mail: bob@afritz.org

Mailing Address: AUSA Westmoreland Chapter
 P.O. Box 8144
 Reno, NV  89507-8144

Web Site: www.ausa-westmoreland.org

Other Happenings
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

MOAA and AUSA have teamed up to jointly sponsor a picnic to 
be held on August 15th at Reno’s Manzanita Park. Hours planned 
are 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm with the usual picnic fare of hamburgers 
and hot dogs being provided along with side dishes and condi-
ments. Beer and wine will be available. Cost will be approximately 
$10 per adult with the kids eating free. John Tyson of Channel 8 
will be the speaker.  Members of each organization will receive a 
reservation form by either email or USPS.

The next MOAA event is scheduled for September 15th at the 
Elks Club. It is the annual “Italian Night” dinner and will feature a 
speaker. Tom Buntin at (775) 827-3930 will be taking reservations 
at the appropriate time.

NAVY LEAGUE
The Reno Council of the Navy League has several special events 
scheduled for the summer months. The first of these is the Change 
of Command of the USS Nevada to be held on July 12, 2010 in 
Bangor, Washington. Contact Chuck Harton at (775) 747-1459 if 
you are interested in being part of the travel group.

The Navy League’s annual BBQ and fund-raiser will be held on 
August 13th at the California Building in Idlewild Park. The event 
will start at 4:00 pm and the cost for the steak and chicken dinner 
is $25.00 per person. Contact President Kai Wallis at (775) 853-
4320 if you desire to attend.

Honorees


